The final arrangements for the reception by the Ox Tuesday afternoon a drawing-room meeting was held in the interests of the Women's Memorial to Queen Victoria, in connection with the Jubilee Nurses, at the residence of Sir John Aird, M.P., Mayor of Paddington, for the purpose of considering the organisation of the borough on behalf of the fund. As Lady Aird, though present, was not well enough to undertake any active work, the chair was taken, at Sir John Aird's request, by Mrs. Melvill Beachcroft, who addressed the meeting on behalf of the fund, the object of which was further explained by Mr. Harold Boulton, and In the second of the interesting articles contributed by a nurse in one of the Bombay hospitals which appears this week, the writer encourages the hope that she and her colleagues are, in more ways than one, pioneers of reform among the natives of India.
She cites some of the difficulties to be overcome in the prosecution of the task, which, though they may afford amusement to outsiders, are enough " to try the patience of a saint" inside. But she is able to speak of the good influence which daily contact with Englishwomen has upon the friends of the 206 " THE HOSPITAL" NURSING MIRROR.
The Hospital, July 20, 1901. patients, and to say that " they are beginning to feel that we really care for them, though they cannot tell why." Although the paroxysms tare very alarming, death almost never occurs during them. It is very important for nurses to know the other complications of whooping cough, so that they may look out for them and report them at once. They are mostly in the nature of accidents, which occur during the violence of the paroxysms. For instance, haemorrhage may take place from the rupture of blood-vessels. These are most commonly found in the conjunctiva!) but bleeding from the nose and lungs may occur, and, very rarely, a blood vessel in the brain has broken. Occasionally the drum of the ear ruptures and blood may be seen escaping from the outer ear. The air vesicles also may break, and then air gets into the pleural cavity, a condition called pneumothorax. It is interesting to note that except in the case of whooping-cough, pneumothorax is usually fatal, because most often it is a foul abscess or cavity in the lung which breaks into the pleura and sets up a very septic pleurisy. In whooping-cough, on the other hand, the air which enters the pleura has passed through healthy lung and does not excite much pleurisy. Other accidents which may occur during the cough are hernia and prolapsus ani, for both of which a nurse should be on the look out. Lastly, i' has been noted that children with whooping-cough often get a sore spot or ulcer at the frajnum of the tongue. It is due to the jerking movements of the tongue during the cough and it is a useful sign to the physician, because if he has not heard the cough himself but finds the ulcer in the characteristic place, be feels sure that the case is one of true whooping-cough. [In this as in so many other matters much depends upon the possibility of maintaining asepsis. Nurses must not 1niagine that because they see surgeons pass from case to case in hospital operating theatres that they can do so with lrnPunity in the dwellings of the poor. It will be found in practice that it is a bad plan for a district nurse to attempt to combine midwifery with her general work. First of all it is a dangerous practice ; then the knowledge that she is expecting a midwifery case must constantly hamper her in regard to her proper district work ; while the fact that she takes midwifery cases must stand very much in the way of properly trained midwives settling and working in anv district where such a nurse is established.?Ed. Hospital.] Hbe IRiii'ses' ffiooftsbelf. This is a book of 400 pages, and at first sight it may appear that so large a volume can hardly be necessary in dealing with but one portion of a nurse's work. But a careful investigation of its contents shows that there is but little padding, and that the size of the volume is due to the fulness of the directions given, and perhaps, here and there, to some repetition, which is inevitable if each section is to be complete in itself. The first half of the book is devoted to obstetric nursing. A good account is given of the growth of the ovum, of the changes which take place in pregnancy, and of the stages and events of labour. But it must be understood at once that it is not a handbook of midwifery, and no directions are given as to the conduct of labour, except so far as is necessary in order that the nurse may know what to do in case the child should arrive before the doctor. Beyond this the pages are entirely occupied by purely nursing subjects, it, of course, being understood that the author does not content himself with merely saying what is to be done, but takes considerable trouble to explain the reason why. In many points the proceedings described differ somewhat from the methods generally adopted in England ; as, for example, in regard to the frequent use of the dorsal position even in the application of forceps. From beginning to end the author insists upon the most careful use of antiseptic measures, and perhaps one may say that the keynote of the whole is struck when he says that "the nurse should consider each pregnant and parturient patient as a surgical patient, and so far as antiseptic precautions are concerned an abortion or labour must be treated as a surgical operation " requiring the strict observance of those antiseptic methods which are invariably practised by careful surgeons. "She should not insert her finger or an instrument within the genital tract of the patient without the consent of the obstetrician, for the same reasons which would prevent her from inserting her finger into a wound or into the abdominal cavity during an operation." This is undoubtedly the proper line to take, and this is taken consistently throughout, both in the obstetrical and the gynecological sections. In fact, there is no broad line of distinction to be drawn between the nursing in gynecology and in operative midwifery. The descriptions of the work expected of the nurse in regard to the various operations are very clear, but full as are the details given, the limitations of a nurse's duties are strictly insisted upon ; the tone of the book is good ; and we have no doubt it will be found very useful. 
